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Introdu ction  
ICC 2015 was the third edition of the Indian Cotton Conference; an endevour which was initiated during the 
Golden Jubilee year (2013) of ICAL. Both previous editions of the conference have received repetitive 
support from fraternity members in terms of delegate attendance and sponsorship support. 

Organising Committee  
 

Office Bearers  
 
¶ Mr. Mahesh Sharda (President) 

¶ Mr. Sushil Phutela (Vice-President) 

¶ Mr. Pawan Nagori (Treasurer) 

 

Members  
 
¶ Sh. Mahesh Sharda 

¶ Sh. Rakesh Rathi 

¶ Sh. Ashwani Jhamb 

¶ Sh. Navneet Grover 

¶ Sh. Mukul Tayal 

¶ Sh. Bhola Singh 

¶ Sh. Aditya Chittlangia 

¶ Sh. Bhagwan Bansal 

¶ Sh. Raghav Ahuja 

¶ Sh. Sushil Phutela 

¶ Sh. Balwant Ranka 

¶ Sh. Rajeev Mittal 

¶ Sh. Sunil Aggarwal 

¶ Sh. Ashish Jhamb 

¶ Sh. K.M Chaturvedi 

¶ Sh. Raj Kumar Garg 

¶ Sh. Suresh Gupta 

¶ Sh. Amit Gandhi 

¶ Sh. Swami Sharan Garg 

¶ Sh. Pawan Nagori 

¶ Sh. Suresh Kumar Bansal 

¶ Sh. Surjit Ram Kasana 
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Conference theme 
 
Dynamics of Make in India 
The Organising Committee unanimously felt that it is an appropriate time for stakeholders from the entire 
cotton value chain to discuss, deliberate and understand the complexities of ever changing global, regional 
and local trade scenario to evolve new strategies and synergize efforts for creating a win-win situation for all 
in becoming global leaders. Over 45 Million people are directly employed by the garment and textile 
industry in India alone. This sector is one of the largest sources of employment generation in our country, 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ мп҈ ƻŦ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ мо҈ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ sector has 
experienced rapid growth in the past decade due to rise in disposable incomes and consumerism, enticing 
22 well known foreign investors to set up their manufacturing base in India. With four key agencies 
identified under the ministry of Textiles and 14 export promotion councils ready to offer assistance in 
"Dynamics of Make in India", the conference was designed to create an ideal platform for sharing 
intellectual capital for the growth of the cotton value chain. 
 

Special Focus 
 
Cross Border Trade Opportunities 
Since India, Pakistan and Bangladesh produce around 29% and consume around 28.5 % of global cotton; 
collectively these countries maintain a NATURAL REGIONAL BALANCE. It was felt that dialogues and 
deliberations with stake holders from the value chain of these countries would help others in planning their 
marketing strategies for developing fresh business relations in this region. Moreover, since cotton, cotton 
yarn and fabric form a sizable portion of cross border trade between these countries; ICC 2015 would be an 
ideal platform to personally meet business associates in this region.  
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$ÁÙÓȭ 3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ  
Time Session SPEAKERS 

08:30 -09:30 Onsite Registration 

09:30 -09:33 Welcome  and introduction to ICC 2015 Mr. Mahesh Sharda, President ICAL, India 

09:33 -09:36 Welcome  Note Mr. Hardyal Singh Cheema, President NITMA, India 

09:36 -09:41 Traditional Lamp Lighting and Inauguration of ICC 2015 

09:41 -10:01 
Keynote Address : "How to leverage 
Indian Cotton for Make in India" Mr. Manikam Ramaswami, MD Loyal Textiles, India 

10:01 -10:21 
Special Address : "Global Cotton 
Scenario" Mr. Thomas Paul Reinhart, Paul Reinhart AG, Switzerland 

10:21 -10:25 
Contribution of MCX in Cotton Eco 
System Mr. PK Singhal, MCX India Ltd, Mumbai 

10:25 -10:40 Address by Chief Guest Shri Sanosh Gangawar, Honble. Minister of Textiles, GoI 

10:40 -10:55 
Government Initiative and a direction 
towards MAKE IN INDIA Mr. SK Panda IAS, Secretary Textiles, GoI 

10:55 -11:10 Award Ceremony and launch of SANKALP (a CSR initiative of ICAL for Cotton value chain) 

11:10 -11:15 A note of thanks Mr. Dilip Bhai, All Gujarat Cotton Ginners Association 

11:15-11:35 Tea Break 

11:35 -11:45 Special Address Dr Kavita Gupta IAS, Textile Commissioner, Mumbai 

 
Technical Session 1 

 

11:45 -12:15 
Make in India -Global perspective for 
Textile Chain Competitiveness 

Mr. Uday Gill, President (Fibres & Yarn) Indorama 
Ventures, Indonesia 

12:15 -12:35 
Changing Cotton Scenario in China and 
its Global Impact Mr. Wang Shensi, Market Manager CCF Group, China 

12:35 -13:05 
Panel Discussion 1: Make in India -
Future Textile Hub of the world 

Moderator: Mr. Sanjay Jain 
Mr. VK Goyal, Mr. Prashant Agarwal, Mr. Neeraj Varma, 

13:05 -13:35 Lunch Break 

 
Technical Session 2 

13:35-13:55 
Growing Prospects of Cotton Value Chain 
in Vietnam 

Mr. Nguyen Van Tuan- Vice Chairman of ςVCOSA, 
Vietnam 

13:55-14:25 
Africa ς Supplier of Cotton to the 
growing World population 

Mr. Sandeep Hota, Senior Vice President OLAM, 
Singapore 

14:25 - 14:45 
Cotton Value Chain Scenario in 
Bangladesh Mr. Mehdi Ali, Secretary General BCA, Bangladesh 

14:45 -15:15 
Panel Discussion 2: Future of Futures 
and Options for India 

Moderator: Mr. Rakesh Rathi 
Mr. Mitesh Shah, Mr. Vinay Kotak, Mr. Deepak Mehta, 

 
Technical Session 3 

15:15 -15:25 Complimenting Fibers Mr. Ajay Sardana 

15:25 -15:45 Panel Discussion 3: Value Added Fibres 
Moderator Mr. Pathik Patel 
Mr. Rajesh Baruah, Dr. Binay Chaudhry, Ms. Anika Passi 

15:45- 16:15 
Panel Discussion 4: Indian Cotton MSP & 
Productivity 

Moderator : Dr CD Mayee  
Mr. Ajay Jakhar, Mr. BK Mishra, MK Sharma, Mr. Ashok 
Thakur, Mr. PJ Suresh 

16:15 -16:45 
Panel Discussion 5: Indian Cotton 
Market Direction 

Moderator: G Chandrasekar 
Mr. Bharat Bhaiwala, Mr. Arun Shaksaria, Mr. Ashok 
Kapoor, Mr. Satish Arora, Mr. IJ Dhuria, Mr. Rakesh Goel 

16:45 -16:50 Closing Ceremony of Indian Cotton Conference 2015 

16:50 -17:05 Fashion Show by Fabindia 
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Inaugural  Ceremony 
 

ICC 2015 was hosted at Gurgaon, India with more than 400 participants from 9 countries. The inaugural 
ceremony was held on 7th November 2015 at 0930 hrs at the Pearl Ballroom of The Leela Ambience, 
Gurgaon NCR a prominent landmark in the NCR. The Opening Ceremony session was attended by 
participants, exhibitors and media personnel.  

The proceedings started with the EmmCee welcoming distinguished guests and all delegates. ICC 2015 was 
inaugurated by Chief Guest Mr. SK Panda IAS, Secretary Textiles, GOI. Dignitaries on the dais included Guest 
of Honour Dr. Kavita Gupta IAS, Textile Commissioner GoI, Mr. Mahesh Sharda, President ICAL, Mr. Hardayal 
Singh Cheema President NITMA, Mr. Thomas Paul Reinhart, Paul Reinhart AG, Switzerland, Mr. Manikam 
Ramaswami, MD Loyal Textiles India, Mr. PK Singhal Jt. Managing Director MCX and Mr. Rakesh Rathi, Past 
President ICAL.  

 

After the dignitaries were seated, floral bouquets were presented to them by Directors of ICAL.  

This was followed by the traditional Lamp lighting ceremony amidst chanting of traditional Vedic hymns.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp lighting by Chief Guest Shri SK Panda IAS, Secretary Textiles GoI and Guest of Honour Dr Kavita Gupta IAS, 
Textile Commissioner GoI. Also seen are Mr. Mahesh Sharda President ICAL, Mr. Hardayal Singh Cheema President 
NITMA and Mr. Pawan Nagori, Treasurer ICAL.  



Report on Indian Cotton Conference 2015                                       
 

Page 7 of 31 

  

Excerpts from the Inaugural Session   
In his Welcome Address, Mr. Mahesh Sharda, President 
ICAL, welcomed the dignitaries and all delegates and 
appraised the august gathering ŀōƻǳǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ άSankalpέ 
ŀƴŘ άHelp The Cotton Farmerέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ L/![Φ  

Project Sankalp  
On 6th May 2015 ICAL and Bollgard Team collaborated to 
initiate project Sankalp; a village adoption program to 
provide technical knows how on best management 
practices to enhance the cotton productivity.  
 
Cotton is major cash crop cultivated on around 

127 lakh hectares by more than 60 lakh farmers in India. Our national cotton yield is about 560 kgs lint per 
hec which is less than global average of 760 kgs, so we have ample scope to work on productivity 
enhancement efforts.  Bollgard technoƭƻƎȅ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ of 
cotton which is a result of conjoined efforts among ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ {ǘŀǘŜ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ 
department of agriculture, different farmers friendly organizations like ICAL and others who engaged 
in R&D of better technology, seed and agronomy. Both, ICAL & Bollgard Team is committed to 
support development of cotton crop and its growers across nation. The key words said by Mr. 
Mahesh Sharda, President, ICAL are άchange a village to change the nationέΦ L/![ ƛǎ ŀ рн ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ 
organization and has decided to increase its role in farm factory cooperation and help farmers to get the 
best knowledge available and provide a platform to organizations attached with cotton value chain to full fill 
their CSR do their bit for farmers. The Bollgard Team is working sincerely in field to handhold cotton 
growers since last one decade with introduction of Bollgard Technology. He said that we are committed 
help farmers with our technical expertise through collaborative efforts where both partners will help cotton 
grower from sowing till harvesting to guide them on best management practices in cotton cultivation to 
enhance their productivity during upcoming Kharif 2015 sowing season through series of on field activities.   
  

Project Coverage 
Project proposed to includes 2 states (Punjab & Haryana), 2 Districts (Bathinda & Sirsa) , 6 villages (3 each in 
Bathinda & Sirsa), targeting 300 farmers with minimum 300 acres). 
 

Farmers Training camp on cotton crop agronomy by Project Sankalp Team 
To create awareness among cotton farmers on right agronomic practices, Project Sankalp team conduct 
village farmer training camp in each adopted villages Nirban, Jodhpuria & Rajpura ς Rattakhera, Gehri Bhagi, 
Shergarh, Gurusar sahne-wala every fortnightly. During farmer meeting, cotton farmers are guided on right 
agronomic practices on cotton crop focusing on current crop stage. 
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HELP THE COTTON FARMERS 
During the 53rd !Da ƻŦ L/![Σ άI9[t ¢I9 /h¢¢hb C!wa9wέ ǿŀǎ 
adopted. The livelihood of cotton farmers across Northern State of 
Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan has been severely affected by the 
whitefly invasion which has ravaged their cotton crop. High 
Temperatures and scanty rainfall during this season were perfect 
conditions for whitefly breeding which further aggravated the 
challenges faced by the cotton farmer. A survey by members of 
ICAL assesses the severity of the damage from 30% to 100% in the 
standing crops. Even in lesser affected regions, the growth of the 

cotton plant is stunted with much lesser ball formation.  The severity of the destruction is so extreme that 
many farmers have re ploughed their fields.  

 

       ICAL in a symbolic 
gesture is helping the 
marginalized farmers 
with landholdings upto 3 
acre through an initiative 
άI9[t ¢I9 /h¢¢hb 
C!wa9wέ. The 
Association has appealed 
to all Cotton Traders, 
Ginners, Textiles, Exporters and its members to come forward and 
help the Cotton Farmer who are the roots and backbone of the 
value chain. Taking the lead, Sh. Ashwani Jhamb, Rakesh Rathi,     
K M Chaturvedi, and Pawan Nagori Directors of ICAL along with 
Sh. Pankaj Sharda of the Dind Dayal Purushottam Lal Sirsa visited 
around 120 effected farmers and handed over individual cheques 
@ Rs-4000 per acre. The Association has so far disbursed Rs 15 
Lacs in the Northern Cotton growing Region which should serve as 
a motivation for other segments of the value chain to come 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ άI9[t ¢I9 /h¢¢hb C!wa9wέΦ  
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¶ Mr. HS Cheema President NITMA, welcomed the delegates and shared the plight of the industry.  

¶ Mr. Manikam Ramaswami, MD Loyal Textiles India delivered the Keynote Address "How to leverage 

Indian Cotton for Make in India".  

¶ Guest of Honour Dr. Kavita Gupta IAS, Textile Commissioner GoI was invited to address the august 
gathering on Govt Policies.  

¶ Mr. SK Panda IAS, Secretary Textiles GOI, released the Souvenir of ICC 2015.  

¶ Conferring of annual ICAL awards: 

¶ One Life Time Achievement Award 

¶ One Cotton Value Chain Leadership Award 

¶ Nine Navratan Cotton Entrepreneurs Awards  

¶ Thirteen Progressive Farmers Awards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Photograph of Dignitaries on dais  


